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At a meeting of the fn eholders and other inhabita?i(s of 
the . own of BOSTON, duly ajjembled at Faneuil- 
Hali, and f? cm thence ai.joumed to the O.'d-fouth 
Meeting- houfe, on Monday the 6th day oj March, 
.Annoqur Domini, 1775. 

UPON a motion made, Voted unanimoufly, That 
the thanks of the Town be, and hereby are, 
given to Dr. JOSEPH WARREN, for the elegant 
and fpirited Oration delivered by him at their re- 
queft, in commemoration of the horrid Massacre, 
perpetrated on the evening of the 5th of March, 1770, 
by a party of Soldiers of the XXIXth Regiment, un- 
der the command of Capt. Thomas Prefton j and 
that, 

Mr. S muel Adams, Hon. John Hancock, Efq; Ben- 
jamin Cnwch, Efq; Mr. John Pitts, John Scollay t 
Efq; Colonel Thomas Mar/hall and Mr. Samuel Au- 
jlin y 
Be a committee to wait upon Dr. Joseph Warren, 
and, in the name of the town, defire a copy of 
the Oration for the prefs. 

Attcf y William Cooper, Town-Clerk. 
Upon application made, the copy of the Oration 
was fent with the following meflage, 
Gentlemen, 

TH E fame motives which influenced me yef- 
terday to appear before my felLw-citizens, in- 
duce me to deliver this copy to you. 

I am with the fincercft Refpect, 
Your m;>u obedient ' 



March 7th, ijj$. 



servant, 






JOSEPH WARREN. 



[ 5 ] 



A N 



ORATI 





MY EVER HONORED FELLOW. CITIZENS, 

IT is not without the moft humiliating conviction 
of my want of ability that I now appear before 
you ; But the fenfe I have of the obligation I am 
under to obey the calls of my country at all 
times, together with an animating recollection of your 
indulgence exhibited upon fo many occafions, has in- 
duced me once more, undeferving as I am, to throw 
myielf upon that candour which looks with kindnefs 
on the feebieft efforts of an honeft mind. 

You will not now expect the elegance, the learn- 
ing, the fire, the enrapturing ftrains or eloquence which 
charmed you when a Lovell, a Church, or a Han- 
cock fpake j but you will permit me to fay that with 
a iincerity, equal to their's, I mourn ever my bleed- 
ing country : With them I weep at her diftrefs, and 
with them deeply relent the many injuries me has 
received from the hands of cruel and unrcafonable 



men. 
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6 An O R A T I O N. 

That perfonal freednm is the natural right of 
every man ; and that property or an exclusive right 
to difpofe of what he has honeftly acquired by his 
own labor, neceflarily arifing therefrom, are truths 
which common fenfe has placed beyond the reach of 
contradiction. And no man or body of men can, 
without being guilty of flagrant injufiice, claim a right 
to difpofe of the perions or acquifitions of any other 
man, or body of men, unlefs it can be proved that 
foch a right has arjlen from fome compact between 
the parties in which it has been explicitly and freely 
.granted. 

If I may be indulged in taking a retrofpe&ive view 
of the firft fettlement of our country, it will be eafy 
to determine with what degree of juftice the late par- 
liament of Great-Britain have afTumed the power of 
giving away that property which the Americans have 
earned bv their labor. 

Our fathers, having nobly refolved never to wear 
the yoke of defpotifm, and feeing the European world, 
through indolence and cowardice, falling a prey to ty- 
ranny ; bravely threw tbemfelves upon the boiom of 
the ocean ; determined to find a place in which they 
might enjoy their freedom, or perifh in the glorious 
attempt. Approving Heaven beheld the favourite 
ark dancing upon the waves, and gracioufly preierved 
it until the chofen families were brought in lafety to 
thefe weflem regions, 7'hey found the land lvvarm- 
ing wir.h favages, who threatned death with evey 
kind of torture. But favages, and death with torture, 
were far lefs terrible than ilavery :— Nothing was fo 
much the objedt of their abhorrence as a tyrant's pow- 



er 
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er :-— They knew that it was more fafe to dwell with 
jman in his moft unpolifhed ftate than in a country 
where arbitrary power prevails. Even anarchy itfelf, 
that bugbear held up by the tools of power (though 
truly to be deprecated) is infinitely Ms dangerous to 
mankind than arbitrary government. Anarchy can 
be but of fhort duration ; for when men are at liberty 
to purfue that courfe which is moft conducive to their 
own happinefs, they will foon come into it, and from 
the rudeft ftate of nature, order and good government 
muft foon arife. But tyranny, when once efhblifhed, 
entails its curfe on a nation to the lateft period of 
time ; unlefs fome daring genius, infpired by Heaven, 
fh;dl unappalled by danger, bravely form and exe- 
cute the arduous defign of reftoring liberty and life to 
his enflaved, murdered country. 

The tools of power in every age have racked their | 
inventions to juftify the FEW in fporting with the 
happinefs of the MANY ; and, having found their 
fophiftry too weak, to hold mankind in bondage, have 
imipoufly dared to force religion^ the daughter of the 
king of Heaven, to become a proftitute in the fervice 
of Hell. They taught that princes, honored with the 
name of chriflian, might bid defiance to the founder 
of their faith, might pillage pagan countries and de- 
luge them with blood, only becaufe they boafted them- 
felves to. be the difciples of that teacher who ftriclly 
charged his followers to do to others as they would that 
Gtbers Jlould do unto them. 

This country, having been difcovered by an Eng- 
lifh iubjett in the year 1620, was (according to the 
fyftem which the blind fuperftition of thofe times fup- 

ported) 
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ported) deemed the property of the crown of Eng- 
land. Our anceftors, when they refolved to quit 
their native foil, obtained from King James a grant of 
certain lands in North-America. This they proba- 
bly did to filence the cavils of their enemies, for it 
cannot be doubted, but they defpifed the pretended 
right which he claimed thereto. Certain it is that he 
might, with equal propriety and juftice, have made 
them a grant of the planet Jupiter. And their fub- 
fequent conduct plainly mews that they were too well 
acquainted with humanity and the principles of natu- 
ral equity to fuppofe that the grant gave them any 
right to take pofleffion ; they therefore entered into a 
treaty with the natives and bought from then^the 
lands : Nor have I yet obtained any information that 
our anceftors ever pleaded, or that the natives ever re- 
gorded the grant from the Englifh crown : The bu- 
finefs was tranfacled by the parties in the fame inde- 
pendent manner that it would have been, had neither 
of them ever known or heard of the Ifland of Great- 
Britain. 

Having become the honeft proprietors of the foil, 
they immediately applied themfelves to the cultiva- 
tion of it ; and they foon beheld the virgin earth teem- 
ing with richeft fruits, a grateful recompence for their 
Unwearied toil. The fields began to wave with ri- 
pening harvefls, and the late barren wildernefs was 
feen to bloflbm like the rofe. The favage natives faw 
with wonder the delightful change, and quickly form- 
ed a fcheme to obtain that by fraud or force, which 
nature meant as the reward of induftry alone. But 
the illuftrious emigrants foon convinced the rude in- 
vaders that they were not lefs ready to take the field 

for 
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for battle than for labour; and the infidious foe was 
driven from their borders as oft n as he ventured to 
dilturb them. The crown of England looked with 
indifference on the conteft ; our anccttors were left 
alone to combat with the natives.— Nor is there any 
re:if>n to believe, that it ever was intended by t e 
one party, or expected by the other, that the gransor 
fh-mld defend and maintain ihz grantees m the peace- 
able pofferTim of the lands named in the p tents. 
And it appears plainly irom the hiitory of th )ie times 
that neither t e Prince nor the People o England 
thought themlrlvcs much intereded in the m^.ter. 
Thcv had not then any idea of a thoulandth part of 
thofe advantages wbic : i they fiace have and we ara 
mod heartily willing they m^uld jiili continue to reap 
from us. 

But when at an infinite expence of toil and blood, 
this widely extended continent had been cultivated 
and defended : IVben the hardy adventu ersjufliy ex- 
pected that they and their delcendants fhouid peace- 
ably have enjoyed the h^rveft of thofe fields wheh 
they had fown, and the frut of thofe vineyards which 
they had planted ; this country was then thought 
worthy the attention of the Britifh miruftry ; an<^the 
only Juftifiable and only fuccefs ui means ot render- 
ing the colonies ferviceable to Britain were adopted. 
By an intercourfe of friendly officeSj the two countries 
me fo united in affedhon, that they thought not 
cf any diftinct or feparate interefts, they found both 
countries flourishing and happy. Britain favv her 
commerce extended and her wealth increaied ; her 
Imds railed to an immenfe value, her fleets riding tr,i- 

B umphani 
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umphant on the ocean, the terror of her arms fpread- 
ing to every quarter of the globe. The colonift found 
himfelf free, and thought himfelf fecure : He dwelt 
under his own vine and under his own fig-tree, and had 
-none to make him afraid : He knew indeed that by 
purchafing the manufactures of Great-Britain he con- 
tributed to its grcatnefs : He knew that all the wealth 
that bis labour produced centered in Great-Britatn : 
But that, far from exciting his envy, filled him with 
the higheft pleafure ; that thought fupported him in 
all his toils. When the bufinefs of the day was paft, 
he folaced himfelf with the contemplation or perhaps 
entertained his liftening family with the recital of 
foine great, fome glorious tranfadion which mines 
confpicuous in the hiftory of Britain : Or perhaps his 
elevated fancy led him to foretell, with a kind ofen- 
thufiatic confidence, the glory, power and duration 
of an empire which mould extend from one end of 
the earth to the other : He faw, or thought he faw, 
the Britifh nation rifen to a pitch of grandeur which 
caff, a veil over the Roman glory, and, ravifhed with 
the prseview, boafted a race of Bricifh Kings, whofe 
names mould echo through thofe realms where Cy- 
rus, Alexander, and the Cieiars were unknown ; Prin- 
ces, for whom millions of grateful fubjeds, redeemed 
from flavery and pagan ignorance* mould with thank- 
ful tongues offer up their prayers and praifes to that 
tranfeendantly great and beneficient Being, by whom 
Kings reign and Princes decree jujlice. 

These pleafing connexions might have continu- 
ed ; thefe dclightfame profpeds might have been eve- 
ry day extended ; and even the reveries of the moft 

warm 
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warm imagination might have been realized ; but 
unhappily for us, unhappily for Britain, the madnefs 
of an avaricious minifter of ftate has drawn a fable 
curtain over the charming fcene, and in its ftead has 
brought upon the fbge, difcord, envy, hatred and re- 
venge, with civil war clofe in their rear. 

w 

Some demon in an evil hour fuggcfted to a fhort 
lighted financier the hateful project of transferring the 
whole property of the King's iubjects in America to 
his fubjects in Britain. The claim of the Britilh par- 
liament to tax the colonies cm never be fupported 
but by fuch a transfer ; for the right of the hou-c 
©f commons of Great- Britain to originate any tax or 
to grant money is altogether derived from their b;> 
ing elected by the people of Great-Britain to act for 
them, and the people of Great-Britain cannot confer 
on their reprefentatives a right to give or grant any 
thing which they themfehes have not a right to give or 
grant per finally. Therefore it follows, that if the mem- 
bers chofen by the people of Great-Britain to repre- 
fent them in parliament have, by virtue of their being 
fo chofen, any right to give or grant American pro- 
perty, or to lay any tax upon the lands or perfons of 
the colonics, it is becaufe the lands and people in the 
colonies are, bona fide, owned by, and juftly belong 
to the people of Great-Britain. But (as has been be- 
fore obferved) every man has a natural right to perfon- 
?.l 'reedom, confequently a right to enjoy what is ac- 
quired by his own labor. And as it is evident that 
the property in this country has been acquired by our 
own labor, it is the duty of the people of G;eat-Bri- 
tain to produce fome compact in which we have ex- 
plicitly 
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plicitly even up to them a ri:»ht to difpofe of our/rr- 
Jons or troptriy. LJ I is done, every attempt of 

thtirt-, or of thofc whom they have deputed to adt for 
th<m, to give or grant any part of our property, is di- 
rnant to every principle of reafon and na- 
tural juftice. But I may boldly fay that fuch a com- 
p ci i ever exifled, no, net even in imag nation. Ne- 
vertheltfe the reprefentatives of a nation, longiamed 
for juftsce and the exetcile of every noble virtue, have 
been prevailed on to adopt the ratal icheme ; and 
although the dreadful c nftquences of this wicked 
policy have already fhaken the empire to its center j 
yet flill it is perfifted in* Regardleft oi the voice of 

reafon — dear to the prayers and fupplications and 

unaffected with the flowing tears of iuffLring millions, 
the Bntifh mmiftrv fhll hug the darling idol j and 
every rolling year afft rds fieth inftances or the abfurd 
devotion with which they worfhip it. Alas ! how 
has the folly, the diffraction of the Britifh counfels 
blafted our fw«Ibng hopes, and fpre-iid a gloom over 
this weftcrn hemifphere. The hearts of Britons and 
Americans, which lately felt the generous glow of 
mutual confidence and love, now burn with jealoufy 
& r.<?e. Though butofyefterday, I recoiled (Jeeply 
ded at the ill boding change) the happy hours that 
1 whilil Britain and America rejoiced in the pro- 
fjperity and greatnefsof each ether (Heaven grant thofc 
halcyon days may fobn return.) But now the Briton 
too often locks on the Am with an envious eye, 

taught to c nit plea for the enjoyment of 

his earnings as the < feci of pride 

n to the parent country. Whilft the American 
holds the Briton as the jufE fi to take 

away 
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away his property, and next, what is dearer to every 
virtuous man, the liberty of his country. 

When the meafures of adminiftration had difguft* 
ed the colonies to the higheft degree, and th« people 
or Great-Britain had by artifice and falfehood been 
irritat d againfi America, an army was fent over to 
eniorce iubmiflion to certain acls of the Britifh par- 
liament, which reafbn fcorned to countenance, and 
which placemen and penfioners were found unable 
to fupport. 

Martial law and the government of a well re- 
gulated city are fo entirely different, that it has al- 
ways been conlidered as improper to quarter troops 
in populous cities, as frequent difputes limit necellkri- 
ly ariie between the citizen and the foldier, even if 
no previous animoiities fubfift. And it is further cer- 
tain from a consideration of the nature of mankind, 
as well as from conftant experience, that (landing ar- 
mies always endanger the liberty of the fiilject. But 
when the people, on the one part, conlidered the ar- 
my as fent to enfiave them, and the army on the 0- 
ther were taught to look on the people as in a (fate 
of rebellion, it was but jufl: to fear the mod difagree- 
able confequences. Our fears, we have fcen, were 
but too wcil grounded. 

The many injuries offered to this town I pafs over 
in filence. 1 cannot now matk out the path which 
led to that unequalled fcenc of horror, the Ad re- 
membrance of which takes the full poffeffion of my 
foul. The fanguinafy theatre again opens itfclf to 

view. 
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view. The baleful imsges of terror croud around 
me— and di(conten;ed ghofts, with hollow groans, 
appear to folemnize the anniverfary of the fifth of 
March. 

Approach we then the melancholy walk of 
death ! Hither let me call the gay companion, here 
let him drop a farewel tear upon that body which 
fo late he faw vi°orous and warm with focial mirth 

Hither let me lead the tender mother to weep 

over her beloved fon Come widowed mourner, 

here fa ti ate thy grief j behold thy murdered huiband 
gafping on the ground, and to complete the pompous 
fhovv of wretched nefs bring in each hand thy infant 

children to bewail their fathers fate Take heed, 

ye orphan babes, led whilft your dreaming eyes are 
fixed upon the ghaftly corpie, your feet flide on the 
ffones befpatftred with your father 's brains. * Enough 1 
This tragedy need not be heightened by an infant 
weltering in the blood of him that gave it birth. Na- 
ture reluctant fhrinks already from the view, and 
the chilled blood rolls flowly backward to its foun- 
tain. We wildly ftare about, and, with amazement, 
afkj who fpread this ruin around us ? What wretch 
has dared deface the image of his God ? Has haugh- 
ty France or cruel Spain fent forth her myrmidons ? 
Has the gt im favage rufhed again from the far diftant 
wildernefs ? Or does ibmc fiend, fierce from the 
depth of Hell, with all the rancourous malice which 
the apoflate damned can feel, twang her deftruclive 

bow 



* After Mr. Gray had been fh n through the biJv and had fallen 
dead en the ground — a biyonet was pufhtd through his fkuil, part of 
thsbor.e bc-:r>^ brcit.n, his brains frU out upon the pavement. 
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bow and hurl her deadly arrows at our brcaft ? No. 
None of thefe— but, how aftonifliing ! It is the hand 
of Britain that infMs the wound. The arms of 
George our rightful King have been employed to fhed 
that blood which freely would have fbwn at his com- 
mand, when juftice or the honor of his crown had 
called his fubjecls to the field. 

But pity, grief, aftonifhment, with all the fofter 
movements of the foul muft now give way to ftrong- 
er patlions. Say, fellow-citizens, what dreadful 
thought now fwells your heaving bofoms— You fly 

to arms Sharp indignation flames from each eye 

Revenge gnafhes her iron teeth Death grins 

an hideous fmile, fecure to drench his greedy jaws in 
human gore— Whiift hovering furies darken all the 
air. 

But ftop, my bold adventurous countrymen, (lain 
not your weapons with the blood of Briton?. At- 
tend to reafon's voice Humanity puts in her claim 

—and fues to be again admitted to her wonted feat, 
the bofom of the brave. Revenge is far beneath the 
noble mind. Many, perhaps, compelled to rank a- 
mong the vile affafiins, do, from their inmoft fouls, 
detett the barbarous action. The winged death, (hot 
from your arms, may chance to pierce fome brcaft 
that bleeds, already, for your injured country. 

The ftorm fubfides a folemn paufe enfues- — 

You (pare upon condition they depart. They go— 
they quit y ur city-- they no more {hall give offence 

Thus clofes the important drama, 

An*) 
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And could it have been conceived that v/e r • 
fhou'd have feen a Britifii army in our hind, fent r o 
inforce obedience to acts of parliament defhuclve of 
our liberty ? But the royal ear, far diftant from this 
weflern world, has been aiTaultcd by the torgue of 
flander ; and villains, traiterous alike to kin^ and 
country, have prevail'd upon a gracious prince to 
clothe his countenance with wrath, and to erect the 
lioftile banner againft: a people ever affectionate and 
loyal to him and his illuftrious predeceff rs of the 
houfe of Hanover. Our ftreets are again filled with 
armed men : Our harbour is crouded with mips of 
war ; but thefe cannot intimidate us ; our liberty mud 
be preferved ; it is far dearer than life, we hold it even 
dear as our allegiance ; we mud defend it againft the 
attacks of friends as well as enemies ; we cannot fuffer. 
even Britons to ravifl] it irom us. 

No longer could we reflect with generous pride 
©n the heroic actions of our American fore-Fathers, — 
no longer boaft our origin from that far famed lllmd, 
whofe warlike fons have fo often drawn their well- 
tried fwords to fave her from the ravages of tyranny; 
could we but for a moment entertain the thought of 
giving up our liberty. The man who meanly will 
fubmit to wear a /hackle, contemns the nobleil gift 
of Heaven, and imp loully affronts the God thatm.de 
him free. 

It was a maxim of the Roman people, which emi- 
nently conduced to the greatnefs of that (late, n< 
to defpair of the common- wealth. The maxim i 
trove as falutary to us now, as it did t~ 

fig .. 
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fightad mortals fee not the numerous links of fmali 
and great. events, which form the chain on which the 
fate of kings and nations is fufpended. Eafe and 
profperity, (though pleating for a day) have often 
iunk a people into effeminacy and floth. Hardships 
and dangers (though we forever ftrive to fhun them) 
have frequently called forth fiich virtues, as have com- 
manded the applaufe and reverence of an admiring 
world. Our country loudly calls you to be circum- 
spect, vigilant, active and brave. Perhaps (all gra- 
cious Heaven avert it) perhaps, the power of Britain, 
a nation great in war, by fome malignant influence, 
may be employed to enflave you : But let not even 
this difcourage you. Her arms, 'tis true, have filled 
the world with terror : Her troops have reaped the; 
laurels of the field : Her fleets have. rode triumphant: 
on the fea— And when or where did you, my Coun- 
trymen, depart inglorious from the field of fight ?• 

C • ' To* 

* The Patience with which this People fnve b'srne the repeated In- 
juries which have been heap'd upon them, and their urfwiliingnsfii 
to take any Sanguinary MeaSures, has very injudicioufty been auribed 
to Cowardice, by PcrSbns both here and, in Great Britain; I mqft 
heartily wifli that an Opinion So erroneous in itfelf, and fo fatal irv 
its confequences, might be utterly removed before it be too 
And. I think nothing further n*ceffary to convince every i 
Man, that the Condudt of this People i.> owing to the tender R 
*vhtch they have f.->r their Fellow Men, and au uthr. Abhorrent* to the 
Jbidding of human Blood, than a little Attention to their ge.ie/al Tem- 
per and Difpouti n, difcovered when they cannot b-z fuppofed to bee 
under any Apprehs <fioi of DaTiger to themfelves.— 'I will only men- 
tion the universal Dctelluion which they (he*» to every Act of Cruel- 
ty, by whom and upon whomSosver commuted ; the mild Spirit o£ 
their l»aws ; the very few Crrmes to which capital Penalties are an- 
nexed ; and the very great Backwardness which both Courts and Ja- 
jies difcover in condemning Perfons charged with capital Crimes, 
But if any fhnld think this Ooferva.ion cot to th^ PutpoSe, I reaJily 
appeal to thofe Gentlemen of the Army who have been, in the Camp, 
»f in ths fisld, with the Aatericatffc 
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You too can mew the trophies of your forefathers vic- 
tories and your own j can name the fortrefTes and 
battles you have won ; and minv of you count the 
honorable fears of wounds received, whihl fighting 
for your King and country. 



Where juftice is the ftandard, Heaven is the war- 
rior's fhield : But confeious guilt unnerves the arm 
that lifts the fword againft the innocent. Britain 
united with thefe colonies, by commerce and affec- 
tion— by intereft and blood, may mock the threats 
of France and Spain : May be the feat of univerfal 
empire. But mould America either by force, or thofe 
more dangerous engines, luxury and corruption, ever 
be brought into a (rate of vafTalage, Britain rauft lofe 
her freedom alfo. No linger mall me fit the em- 
prefs of the fea :-— Her mips no more mall waft her 
thunders ' over the wide ocean :— The wreath (hall 
wither on her temples : — Her weakened aim mall be 
unable to defend her coafts : And me at laft muft bow 
her venerable head to fome proud foreigner's defpotic 
rule. 



But if from paft events we may venture to form 
a judgment of the future, we juftly may expect that 
the devices of our enemies will but increate the tri- 
umphs of our country. I muft indulge a h pe that 
Britain's liberty as well as ours, will eventually be 
preferved by the virtue of America.. 



Ths 
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The attempt of the Britifh parliament to raifc a 
revenue from America, and our denial of their ri^ht 
to do it, have excited an almoft univerf 1 inquiry into 
the rights of mankind in general, and of Britifh fub- 
jects in particular ; the necefTary refult of which mud 
be fuch a liberality of fentiment, and fuch a jealoufy 
of thofe in power as will, better than an adamantine 
■wall, fecure us againft the future approaches of de- 
ipotifm. 



The malice of the Bo/Ion Port-Bill has been de- 
feated in a very confiderable degree, by giving you 
an opportunity of deferring, and our brethren in this 
and our filter colonies an opportunity of beflotving 
thofe benefactions which have delighted your friends 
and aftonifhed your enemies, not only in America, 
but in Europe alfo. And what is more valuable ftill, 
the iympathctic feelings for a brother in diftrefs, and 
the grateful emotions excited in the breaft of him who 
finds relief, mad forever endear each to the other, and 
form thofe indifToIuble bonds offriendfhip and affec- 
tion, on which the prefer vation cf our rights (o evi- 
dently depends. 



The mutilation of our charter has made every 
ether colony jealous for its own •, for this, if once fub- 
mitted to by us, would fet on float the property and 
government of every Britifh fettlement upon the con- 
tinent. If Charters are not deemed facred, how mi- 
ferably precarioui is every thing founded upon them ! 

Eras* 
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Even the fending troops to put thefe acls in exe- 
cute n is not without a to us. The exact- 
riefs p.nd beauty of their difcipline inipire our youth 
dor in the purfuit of military knowlege. 
Charier, 1 Inn ight Peter the Great the art 
of war. The battle of Pultowa convinced Charles 
of the proficienpy Peter had made. 



Cur Country is in dagger, but not to be defpair- 
cd of. Our enemies are numerous and powerful— 
vut we have mony friends; determine to be free, and 
Heaven and Earth will aid the resolution. On 
you depend the fortunes of America. Tou are to de- 
cide the important queftion, on which refts the hap- 
pinofs and liberty of millions yet unborn. Act wor- 
thy of yourfelves. The faltering tongue of hoary age 
calls on you to fqpport your country. The Jifping 
infant raises its fuppiiant hands, imploring defence a- 
(1 the monfter flavery. Your fathers look from 
their casleflial feats with fmiling approbation on their 
fons, who boldly Hand forth in the caufe of virtue ; 
but frernly frown upon the inhuman mifcreant, whe, 
to fecure the loaves and fdhes to himielf, would bree4 
& ferpentto dedroy his children. 



But, pardon me, my fellow citizens, I know yoia 
■want not ze -.1 or lorti-ude. You will maintain your 
rights, or periflb in the generous Q 

combat, you never will decline i r - when 
i is the prize. A . nee on Great- 

er! is not our aim. No, our vviih is, that Britain 

and 
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and the Colonies may, like the oak and ivy, grow and 
increafe in nrcngth together. But whilft the infatuat- 
ed plan of making one part of the empire flavcs to 
the other, is perfifled in ; the intereft and fafcty of 
Britain, as well as the Colonies y require that the wife 
meafures recommended by the honorable, the conti- 
nental Congrefs, be fteadily puriued ; whereby the 
unnatural conteft between a parent honored, and a 
child beloved, may probably be brought to fuch an 
illue, as that the peace and happinefs of both may be 
eflablifhed upon a lafting bafis. But if thefe pacific 
meafures are ineffectual, and it appears that the only 
way to fafety is, through fields of blood, I know you 
will not turn your faces from your foes ; but will un- 
dauntedly prefs forward, until tyranny is trodden un- 
der foot, and you havefixed your adored goddefs Li- 
berty, faft by a Brunswick's fide, on the Ameri- 
can Throne. 



You then, who nobly have efpoufed your coun- 
try's cawfe, who geaeroufly have facrificed wealth and 
eafe— -who have defpifed the pemp and fhew of tin- 
fel'd greatnefs— refuied the fummons to the feftive 
board, been deaf to the alluring calls of luxury and 
mirth, who have forfaken the downy pillow, to keep 
your vigils by the midnight lamp, for the falvation of 
your invaded country, that you might break the fowl- 
er's mare, and difappoinf the vulture of his prey, you 
then will r< iveft of renown which you fo 

juftly have deferved. Your country (hall pay her 
grateful tribute. of applaufe. Even the children of your 
nrioft inveterate enemies, aihamed to tell from whom 

they 
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they fprang, while they in fecret curfe their ftupiaV 
cruel parents, (hill join the general voice of gratitude 
to thole who broke the fetters which their lathers 
forg'd. 



Having redeemed your Country, and Poured the 
blefling to future generations, who fired by your ex- 
ample, (hdll emulate your virtues, and learn from you 
the heavenly art of making millions happy ;— with 
heart- felt joy, with tranfports all your own, you cry, 
the glorious Work is done. Then dr p the 
mantle to fome young Elisha, and take your feats 
with kindred ipints in your natire fkies. 



FINIS. 
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